A Guide to Lesson Planning

This guide is intended to help students with their planning.  It might be useful to identify ways ahead or focus attention on improving phase(s) of a lesson.  The information should be read with the overall purpose of the lesson in mind.   

Entry:  So that pupils are ready to learn as soon as possible.

· Have you thought about entry routines with students?

· How will you establish entry routines? 

· How do you meet and greet students as they enter the room?

· Where are you when the students arrive?

· What do students do with coats and bags?

· When will they get out equipment?

· Do you need to use an ‘engager’ activity that is linked to the learning?

· Do the students have assigned seats?

· Have you got all the necessary equipment and the room layout organized?

· Is the temperature of the room comfortable?

· Have you established / considered procedures for collecting/checking homework? (May be now or later)

· Have you planned for latecomers?

· Have you considered how and when you will take the register?

Starter activity: Use starter activities to promote lively, engaging starts to lessons.
· Have you established a routine for getting the attention of the students?

· Have you planned a short starter activity?

· Have you established the purpose of the activity: 
To establish an early teaching point?

· To revisit or practice skills?

· To consolidate knowledge?

· Is the starter activity related to subject content or development of a behaviour or other skill?

· Have you considered the range of whole-class interactive teaching skills that could be used?

· Have you planned your movement around the room during the activity?

· Have you considered how you will time the activity and draw it to a close?

Introduction: Provide an introduction where objectives and expectations are shared, and the lesson is located in the context of previous and future learning.
(May come before or follow the starter activity.)

· Are you clear about the objectives/activities/success criteria for the lesson? (Related to subject content, skills, or behaviour)

· Have you shared these with the students?

· Are they written in student appropriate language?

· Have you differentiated the learning objectives?

· Have you located the lesson in the context of previous and future learning? (‘big picture’)

· Have you explained how the lesson is going to be structured? 

· With suggested timings?

· Would it be useful to use a key question?

New learning or introduction of task: Introduce new learning by teacher input
This may be a single period of teacher input or a series of inputs during the lesson, each followed by a period of development.
· Have you drawn on a range of strategies or techniques to engage students? (Questioning, modelling, explaining, use of ICT, visual, auditory, kinaesthetic (VAK))

· Have you considered the age and maturity of the students when deciding the length of teacher input?

· Have you planned to build in waiting line after asking a question?

· Have you planned specific questions that promote higher-order thinking skills?

· Do you use probing questions to encourage students to extend their answers?

· Does questioning involve the whole class?

· Have you considered how you respond to student answers, both correct and incorrect, and how you praise and reward?

· Have you developed routines for whole-class teaching, e.g. listening, for answering questions?

· Do you model what students are expected to do?

· Have you planned your movement around the room during this part of the lesson?

· Have you chosen activities and resources that: are suitable for the group (ability and level of engagement)?

· Will enable the learning objectives to be achieved?

· Have you considered what needs to be recorded and how?

· Have you considered how you will use written and oral feedback to help students to improve their learning?

· Have you considered student use of ICT, e.g. use of a particular piece of science software?

· Have you developed routines and expectations for: communication, noise levels, getting adult attention, working with a partner/group?

· How will you manage movement around the room and access to resources?

· How will you develop mutual respect, problem solving skills and how will you resolve conflicts?

· Have you considered arrangements for seating and grouping, ability, mixed gender, level of engagement?

· Have you built in opportunity for peer- and self-assessment?

· Have you planned your movement around the room during this part of the lesson?

· Have you planned for how you will deal with off-task behaviour or any other need for student correction? (Techniques to redirect behaviour; consistent reference to rules or routines and consequences or sanctions.)

· Have you built in opportunities for praise and reward? (Linked to learning and to positive
· behaviour.)

· Have you considered how you will time each activity, draw it to a close and move between episodes?

· Have you considered how and when you will set any homework activity?

· Have you planned extension activities for early finishers?

· How will you cater for the needs of those with AEN/SEN? Gifted and Talented?

· How will you differentiate so that all are able to perform and all are stretched?

Plenary: Give students the opportunity to review learning and to reflect on the learning process itself. 

This is the consolidation phase, where learners reflect on what they have learned, and connects new learning to things they know about or possible areas of application, ‘learning by reflection and thinking ahead’. (These periods may be short, or there may be a series of shorter plenaries throughout the lesson.)
· Does the plenary review the lesson’s objectives and link these to the outcomes and success criteria of the lesson as a whole?

· Does the plenary draw together the learning of the whole group and of the individual?

· Does the plenary consolidate and extend learning?

· Does the plenary highlight not only what has been learned but also how it has been learned?

· Does the plenary direct students to the next phase of learning?

· Could you include a ‘cliffhanger’ aspect that will make them look forward to the next lesson?

· Have you considered the range of whole-class interactive teaching skills that could be used?

· Do you need to use a single plenary at the end of the session or a series of shorter plenaries at different points of the lesson?

Ending: The lesson should end in an organised and controlled way that encourages

students to move on to other areas/events of their day in a calm manner.
· Have you developed clear routines for the end of lessons and are students aware of these routines:

1. packing up equipment?     2.    coats and bags?      3.      leaving the room?

· How will you arrange for the collection and sorting out of resources?

· How do you communicate to students that the lesson is ending?

· Do you round off the lesson or review the lesson with any acknowledgement of the student behaviour?

· Where are you when the students leave?
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