Physics PGCE Students in your lesson....  Summer 2010

Students observing your lessons – with occasional participation. 
Observations by trainees of experienced teachers teaching plays an important part in their learning. However, observation without a particular focus can often be a wasted opportunity. Ideally, the trainee needs to be prepared for the observation by identifying and agreeing the focus of the observation in advance of the lesson. A booklet on ‘Observing Science Lessons’ is available to help select the focus. It is useful for the trainee to be able to discuss the observed lesson with the teacher. 

· Non-participant observation is useful when the trainees need to focus fully on either the teacher or pupils. This needs to be agreed with the teacher and the trainees will need to decide where to position themselves, the degree of interaction with pupils and how to record their observations systematically.

· Participant observation, where the trainees combine observation of part of the lesson with working with individual pupils or small groups, is often difficult for trainees. The exact nature of the observation task and how they will combine this with their observation focus needs to be agreed in advance.

Taking parts of lessons

Taking responsibility for teaching a whole lesson can be quite a daunting responsibility at the start of school placements. So it is useful for trainees to be given the opportunity to teach the whole class for part of the lesson. This gives trainees an opportunity to plan a small part of the lesson without having the responsibility for the management of behaviour and other aspects of class management, since the regular teacher remains in charge. Parts of the lesson they could undertake could be:

· taking the register

· starter/plenary

· Go through aspects of pupils’ last homework – could mark a homework then feed back on it.

· Go through a test
· giving instructions for an activity (practical/homework) – could design an instruction/info worksheet
Students taking over responsibility for your lessons

Collaborative teaching

The trainee takes more responsibility in lessons but the lesson planning is shared with the regular teacher who now adopts the role of support teacher in the lesson. This shared planning is essential as it helps trainees gain insight and experience into the thinking processes and the range of considerations necessary when planning a lesson for a particular group. For example:

· how the teacher selects appropriate learning objectives for the class

· how they know what levels pupils are working to and how they use this information

· how the lesson will be introduced
· what resources will be required

· how the teacher uses previous knowledge and skills

· how particular activities and teaching strategies are chosen

· whether/how these activities might be differentiated
· how the timing for each part of the lesson is judged

· how pupils’ work and progress will be monitored in the lesson

Collaborative teaching is particularly useful in the early stages of each placement but can also be used as needed in the later stages if necessary.
Solo teaching

The trainee is given the responsibility to plan, teach and evaluate whole lessons. This can either be odd lessons within a unit of work or all lessons within an entire unit of work. Class teachers should continue to closely support trainees in lessons where classes are particularly challenging, even in the later stages. At WGHS classes are rarely challenging because of discipline matters – but the content we have to deliver is challenging to students. You need to be aware of how the lessons are proceeding – to look over plans and equipment orders and make sure that the student is confident in the subject matter.

The University expects the students to mark books at least once a fortnight. I have given them my pigeon hole upstairs, so the girls can hand books into that slot for both students (it is a large one!).

Lesson observations of the students – at least one write up is needed a week of a full lesson. I will set up a rota of all of the staff who are handing over groups to the students and that should mean we only have a couple to do – probably one or two for each group they teach for us. 
Schemes of work, sample books and text books
The student should have the section of the scheme of work they are going to deliver as early as possible.  This will help them as they complete their long term planning.  Ideally this will be as close to the start of the placement as possible. They will need a copy of the text book and it would be a good idea to let them see a student’s note book so that they can see the topics that have been done recently. It will also help them to see the expected standard/level of work that we expect at WGHS – perhaps a good, average and below average book would be helpful...
